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day ls an evangelist in the only sense
God ever gave the name, then no one to-
day is an evangelist in any sense at all.
There is no sense in which the name
may be used other than-in the sense God
-has given it.

Here, then, is what appears to be the.

point of this matter., There was a par-
ticular need in the life and work of the
Church, for which need God required a
class of men, having a particular minis-
try, called ‘evangelists” The question
Brother Partington must answer is: ‘Does
that need still exist?’ If ‘Yes,’ then the
ministry whieh met the need must neces-
sarily be permanent— and necessary to-

day,
A. E. WINSTANLEY.

-
L hannl .

Scripture Readings.
John’s Gospel xvil, xviii,, and xix.

THE Lord's Prayer: Here we read some
of the last words of the Saviour. Especi-
ally in- His prayer in chapter xvii. do we
come into the most intimate touch with
His mind and heart. We should ap-
proach with reverence and prayerful in-
terest. If it is our highest ambition to
have the mind of Christ—and it ought to

be so—here we may. read its profoundest .

secrets.

.The time for the supreme sacrifice is
near. We may write THE hour is come,
for it is the greatest ‘event in the world’s

history that is about to come to pass. -

His prayer for Himself is, ‘Glorify Thy
Son.’ His prayer for His apostles is,
‘Keep them in Thy name.’ His prayer
for us, ‘That they may all be one.’ The
underlying thought is that the glory of
the Son is fulfilled in the giving of
-eternal life to men, His manifestation
of Himself, and, therefore, of the Father,
to thd apostles, brings that gift to men.
What man could dare to say: ‘I have
finished the work which Thou gavest me
“to do'? Remember the prayer is said in
the presence of those upon whom the
future ‘greater works’ depend. Their
unity and ours is a pre-requisite to the
- world’s. belief in Christ. The final
thought is full' of meaning, and needs
personal, application—all the manifesta-
tion of God, all the patient teaching of
the Son, ‘in order that the love’ of God
may be In us. Yes! Christ in us.

Tho Arrest: After the prayer is the.
walk in to the valley and across the Kid-
ron to the garden. We must read the
other Gospels to get the full picture of
these soul-stirring scenes. John empha-

- sises the complete prior knowledge of his
Master. He fearlessly and calmly faces
arrest, His concern being for the safety
of the apostles. Doubtless, it was this
calm and majestic bearing that over-
awed, for & time, the brytal soldiery, the

traitor, the hate-filled ‘enemies of Christ;
but they had reached the stage where
they were past feeling the compunections-
of conscience. Peter’'s natural yet so
foolish resistance might. have- brought
trouble upon him had not the Saviour’s
hand wrought its last work of mercy on
Malchus. Then the disciples forsook
Him, yet John and Peter regained cour-.
age to follow to the High Priest's house.

The Trial by the Jews: It seems that a
preliminary examination took place be-
fore Annas. Calaphas, we understand,
was appointed by Rome—a very far from
proper appointment of a High Priest for
God's people, but the ‘old paths’ had
long been forsaken. He apparently took
the chief place in the trial. We observe
the fearless statements of truth by Christ
as against the violence and deceit of His
traducers, and. their care to avoid defile-
ment — ceremonial defilement — while
working out the vilest crime in history’s
record. ‘They seem to be insolent to
Pilate, doubtless knowing something of
his weakness of character, and having
ﬁﬁmed him up by their own stan-

Peter's Denial: With what deep sorrow
we read the story of failure. The over-
bold and zealous follower now quails be-
fore the servant maids and household
servants in the courtyard. Yet here we

- may well see ourselves, if we are honest.

It is not so easy to be identified with
Jesus to-day, especially when we are in
the midst of His enemies, those who re-
ject and despise Him, We may feel bold
when in the good company of His people,
but that is not the time of testing. ‘Let
Iﬁimd that thinketh he standeth, take

eed.’ )

It is a little difficult to reconcile the
four accounts of this event. The -eye-
witnesses record their impressipns faith-
fully and supplement one another, but
it is admittedly difficult to fit all together
with complete satisfaction.

Jesus Before Pilate: Debased as Pilate
was, he yet recognises a perfectly inno-
cent person. He also has the measure of
those who are accusing Him. He knew
that for envy they had delivered Him up,
and that the charges trumped up were -
baseless. ‘At some points Jesus main-
tained a dignified sllence, which spoke
volumes to the judge, but His answers
constitute a study in truth and wisdom.
It is almost pathetic to view the anxiety
of Pilate to release Jesus, and thus to
clear himself of the obvious act of injus-
tice and submission to wicked men. How-
ever, we cannot but see his first thought

" is his own safety rather than the strict

adherence to justice. The subtle threat
involved in ‘Thou art not Ceesar’s friend’
and ‘We have no king but Ceesar,’” over-.
came better thoughts, and the sacrifice
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of. innocence to violence was consum-

... mated,
The cruclﬁxlon- The sickenmg physt-

“ cal horror of this form of torture makes
any sensitive human being shudder. Only
the brutal and hardened can think of it
with anything but loathing. Alas! how
in these enlightened days we are getting
hardened to the torment and destruction
of human life! Let us bow in lowly peni-
tence before this scene of suffering love.
This is not a .compulsory suffering in-
flicted by a tyrant out of whose clutches
He cannot get, but the willing offering
of the just for the unjust, the sacrifice
for sins made once for all, to cover the
sins of others, to bring-back to a loving
Father those who have strayed into dis-
obedience. Can we view it unmoved or
shall we renew our vows of love and
obedience, and resolve never more to
grieve Him ‘who loved and gave Himself

. for us.’

Death and Burial:
‘O perfect life of love,
All, all is finished now—
All that He left His throne above
To do for us below.’

Here again we note the punctilious ob-
servance of certain rules with a total dis-
regard for the fundamental provisions of
the law. There is always danger of such
development when true religion is at a
low ebb. Remarkable fulfilments of
Scripture are obvious in the manner of
death, and ‘the place of burial. Nico-
demus and Joseph thought to give fitting
burial to the body of a géod man. Little
did they realise what would follow.

R. B. SCOTT.

' 3
FORTHCOMING  EVENTS

Hindley (Argyle Street).—Anniversary
Services, Lord's Day, September 16th.
Speaker: Bro. F. Day (Birmingham).
Mondeay, September 17th, 6.30 p.m.—
- Speakers: Bro. Leonard Channing (Ken-
- tish Town, London); Bro. A, E. Winstan-

ley (Hindley). A warm welcome awaits
all brethren.

Eastwood.—The Church is celebrating
its Jubilee on October 6th and Tth, 1945.
Saturday: Tea at 4.30. Evening meet-
‘ing, six o'clock. Speakers: Bren. W.
. Crosthwaite, F. Day, and A. E. Winstan-
ley. Lord’s Day: Bro. W. Crosthwaite.
An invitation 1s extended to all.

Morley, Yorks.—Autumn Rally, Satur-
day, October 20th, 1945, Speakers: L.
Morgan (Hindley); E. W. Jepson (Don-
castei. Chairman: Ed. Pickersgill (Mor-
Jey). Further particulars next month.

- Nyasaland.

Bear Brother Editor,—It is with plea-
sure that I seek-your permission to have
Ronald’s letteér printed in ‘S.S.’ After
waiting a long time it is gratifying to be
able to pass on this goocd news from-our
brethren in Nyasaland. -

Please let me renew my thanks to those
Churches and brethren who have con-
tinued to give such concrete evidence of -
their desire to have fellowshlp in the
Gospel.

Ww. STEELE.
Atholl Dene, Longnlddly,
East Lothia.n Aug, 8th, 1945.

Dear Brother in Christ,—I remember .
- that T have not given you & report of the

progress of winning souls for Christ, as
a result of preaching, since the end of
1944. Therefore, to-day, I am preparing
to send yoy the following:—
Namiwawa, Zemba: During November,
1944, eight confessed the Lord before

many witnesses and were buried with

Him in baptism.

Jobou Village, Mlanje District: Here,
on December 31st, 1944, seven' were added
to the Lord in His a.ppointed way.

Mikongoni, Mlanje District: On May
13th, 1945, seventeen made the good con-
fession and were baptised in the presence
of many witnesses,

Brother Rabson C., of Ncheu District,

" Northern Province, reports as follows:—

Ulongwe, Fort Liwonde District: Here,
on. March 4th, 1945 two' soculs were
buried by baptlsm. havlng made the good
confessxon

Fort Langeni, Ncheu District: One was
here added by baptism and three re-
stored to the faith.

We are very happy and rejoice in the
Lord. °‘Likewise joy shall be in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth,’ and so
we ask you brethren to-rejoice with us
over these who have repented.

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the
Word of the Lord may have free cowrse,

and be glorified, even as it is with you;

and that we may be delivered from
wicked and unreasonable men; for all
men are not of the faith,

I beg to close with greetings to you
and. your family and all my beloved
brethren in the Gospel.

I am yours in the Lord's. services,”
' M. R. L. KAUNDO.
Namiwawa, Zomba, P.O.,

‘Nyasaland. June 1st, 1945,
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